
Hunter 
Presbyterian Church                            
of Eastern Australia

We extend a warm welcome to all who                          
worship with us today. 

“ T r u e  w o r s h i p p e r s  w i l l  w o r s h i p  t h e  
F a t h e r  i n  s p i r i t  a n d  t r u t h ;  f o r  t h e  

F a t h e r  i s  s e e k i n g  s u c h  t o  w o r s h i p  H i m ”           
J o h n  4 : 2 3

November 2020

Directory
Minister: Rev. Robin Tso 02 4987 2093 
                  email: robin@hbpcea.org.au 
    The Manse: 155 Adelaide St., Raymond Terrace 

Session Clerk: Mr Ian Miller 02 49209435 
email: ian@hbpcea.org.au 

Deacons Clerk: Mr R. Alley 02 49828210 
   email: rndalley@gmail.com 

Postal address: 
PO Box 30 Raymond Terrace NSW 2324 

Website: http://www.hbpcea.org.au 

Live Services Call: 49050620, Passcode 12345# 
(Can be used with speaker phone) 

Live video stream: http://live.hunter.church) 
You may subscribe to the Church’s Youtube 
channel, and receive automatic notifications of 
services.  

Cardiff

3 Queens Avenue


Services: 11am and 5pm

Church locations & Service times
Raymond Terrace

155 Adelaide St.

Service at 9 am 
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Worship Services Announcements 
1.The 'Education Legislation (Parental Rights) Amendment Bill 2020' 
is under consideration in the NSW Parliament. Its aims are to reassert 
the rights of parents in the education system, to outlaw gender-fluidity 
teaching and teacher training and all forms of political indoctrination 
in schools and ultimately to protect our children – the policy of Do No 
Harm. Please pray for the passage of the Bill. 

2. Continue to pray earnestly for our aged folk, the sick & those 
experiencing other difficulties and afflictions. Remember especially 
Effie Crawley, Dorothy Upton, Peter and Judy Uren, Heather Beaton, 
Margaret Kinder, Catherine Boer, Margaret & Bruce Dunne, Adrian 
Salm and Richard Alley. 

3. Mission support during November is for Mukti. 

4.Our Deacons' Court is currently planning an extension of the 
Raymond Terrace hall to increase its capacity and utility. 

5. The Session encourages regular family worship. We recommend the 
'Directory for Family Worship' found as an appendage to ‘The 
Westminster Confession of Faith’ and Joel Beeke’s ‘Family Worship’ as 
aids to teaching the Scripture. 

6. For electronic and online offering: 
Electronic Funds Transfer Details: BSB: 062818 Account: 00900338  
Online Giving http://give.hunterpres.org  
(It supports debit/credit cards.)

Children’s Sunday School: 4:30pm Cardiff  

Parents are encouraged to actively instruct their 
children in the Scriptures and the Shorter Catechism 

at home as part of regular Family Worship

Lord’s Day           8th November 
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day           1st November 
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
  -Fellowship Lunch- 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day          15th November 
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day         22nd November 
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day          29th November 
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso



Prayer and Bible study meetingsheaven a better and an enduring substance” (Heb. 10:34). This can be our portion as 
well by grace. Let us then be sure that we are being persecuted not for our own 
wrong-doing, but for well-doing, for the gospel’s sake, for Christ’s sake, for the truth 
of the Bible’s sake.  

Joining the Church at Large  
The church in the West may be beginning to realize that for too long we have taken 
certain liberties and common decencies for granted. We have thought of these as 
norm from which we are being forced to retreat. In reality, the opposite is the case. 
We are now increasingly being asked to take our place with the church of all times 
and places and endure not just subtle but more obvious persecution. The church of 
Jesus Christ is to be a militant church, always fighting a three-fold enemy: Satan, the 
world, and our own evil flesh. Persecution sifts the church. Some are offended at the 
thought of persecution and show them- selves to be “stony ground,” who “when 
tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is 
offended” (Matt. 13:20-21). “Demases” will depart, “having loved this present world” 
(2 Tim. 4:10). We may be concerned about what our children and grandchildren will 
do in the world in which they will grow, but let us remember that Satan is busy no 
matter the time. His tactics vary between the more obvious and the more subtle. 
Sometimes the more obvious are easier to combat than the more subtle. 

 We certainly must train them in the fear of the Lord, looking to the Lord for 
help and grace. We may pray that the coming generations will follow in the footsteps 
of Zwingli, Calvin, Tyndale, Latimer, and many even in Secession days, who were 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake.  

Companions in Tribulation  
All the while, we ought to remember those who even now “are in bonds, as bound 
with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the 
body” (Heb. 13:3; emphasis mine). I wonder if one of the sins we need to confess 
before the Lord is that we have too long and too much neglected brothers and sisters 
in persecution, not really knowing ourselves as “bound  
with them,” praying for them for steadfastness and faithfulness, which we also need. 
They may be praying for us, while we neglect to pray for them. May God forgive us, if 
that is true. All the while, may we know ourselves “companions in tribulation,” as 
the Apostle John was in relation to the whole church of God. The book of Revelation 
is part of the inheritance of the church, to comfort, challenge, and hold forth the 
patience and endurance of believers. As John makes clear, he and all believers are 
not just companions in tribulation, but “in the kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Christ...” (Rev. 1:9). In other words, Jesus still reigns supreme. “His name shall 
endure for ever: his name shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall be 
blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed” (Ps. 72:17). No adversary, no 
world, no Satan will take Christ off the throne. More than that, Christ has all the 
resources that His church needs in or- der to endure patiently.  
We must be found in Him, and then, no matter who might cancel us, Christ has 
“cancelled” sin and Satan in the sense of Colossians 2:14-15: Christ was “blotting out 
the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and 
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; and having spoiled principalities and 
power, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.”  

Prayer Meeting/Bible Study  

       -Wednesdays at 7:30pm     
       online. 

To join electronically, go to:  

http://meet.hunter.church  

Otherwise, to join by phone,  
dial 02 9051 7421  
and enter this PIN: 989 349 764#  

Ladies Bible Study 

Note:  
There are no Ladies Bible 
studies until further notice             

          



“I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the 
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ...” (Rev. 1:9)  

 Sometimes we say or hear people say, “Persecution is coming.” In light of 
Scripture, we should say: “persecution is here.” It may not impact our daily lives 
as tangibly as it does Christians in other countries, yet the Lord has made clear 
that all Christians will “through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God” 
(Acts 14:22).  

 The Bible makes clear that the true profession of Christ will always cost 
believers. “If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye 
are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you” (John 15:19).  

Censorship           
Some of us are facing pressure to conform to worldly norms and ideology, at 
work or school, or even privately. Social media is increasingly censoring the 
content of its users, labelling certain content “hate speech,” “false,” or “with- out 
context.”  

 People, companies, and institutions are also increasingly being 
“cancelled.” This term describes the act of protesting against, boycotting, and 
simply cut- ting entities out of conversations as if they have no right to exist or be 
heard. Admittedly, certain individuals who have been subject to this “cancel 
culture” have said or written things that are offensive to Christians. We cannot 
endorse their cause or pity their lot. However, we who stand against unbiblical 
ideologies that are being pushed in the media, politics, the arts, and education 
need to be prepared to be “cancelled” and “censored.”  

 At the same time, things that used to be censored as immoral, perverted, 
and dangerous are now being pushed. To censor these things is considered hate 
speech. Isaiah says: “Woe to them that call evil good, and good evil; that put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter! (5:20). A common ethic of decency that may have prevailed in our 
societies in the past has eroded away.  

 All these developments should neither silence nor alarm us. We can be 
sent into a frenzy that is neither right nor God-honoring. We need to see that 
what is developing at the ideological level has been standard practice for most of 
the world since its earliest days. 

Antithesis  
A concept that used to be common in our churches is that we need to live 
antithetically to worldly ideology and practices. Since the time of the fall into 
sin, there has been the seed of the serpent and the seed of the woman; the 
line of Cain and the line of Seth (Gen. 5). When the world mixes with the 
church and the church with the world, great catastrophe is bound to ensue 
(Gen. 6:1-11). God’s word continues to call: “Be not conformed to the world: 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Rom. 12:2). The world 
is constantly trying to press us into its mould. We must resist that. We must 
be and stay non-conformists in that regard. We need to be transformed from 
the inside out by the power of truth and the Spirit of God, who takes the 
things of Christ and shows them to believers. Such a transformed life 
involves living according to all the precepts of God, proving “what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Rom. 12:2).  

 This will be true where and in whatsoever state we find ourselves: in 
marriage and single- hood, in school and at the workplace, alone and among 
friends. The world is not something outside of us only; it is allied with sin 
inside of us. We need the means of grace, the worship of God, prayer, and 
study of God’s word. We need much resolve and mutual encouragement.  

Fines and Imprisonment  
One of the things that is testing the moral fibre and resolve of the Christian 
church today is whether we will “count all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord” (Phil. 33:8). No one desires to pay 
fines, face courts or imprisonment, or have the doors of our church 
shuttered, but we should face the question whether we will endure this before 
it faces us. The three friends of Daniel said boldly to the king: “O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, 
our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burn- ing fiery furnace, 
and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto 
thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up” (Dan. 3:16-18).  

 The Lord Jesus even invites his disciples to participate in the joy that 
persecution for the cause of Christ can bring: “Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your re- 
ward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before 
you” (Matt. 5:11-12). Christians need to learn to live more and more by faith, 
not sight. We need to live now from out of the future that Christ has 
promised His people. If we do that, we will know something of the joy of 
heaven even amid much strife and tribulation. Paul gives an instance of this 
in his letter to the Hebrews: “For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and 
took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in 

Persecution is Here
by  DR. G. M. BILKES  

  


