
Hunter 
Presbyterian Church                            
of Eastern Australia

We extend a warm welcome to all who                          
worship with us today. 

“ T r u e  w o r s h i p p e r s  w i l l  w o r s h i p  t h e  
F a t h e r  i n  s p i r i t  a n d  t r u t h ;  f o r  t h e  

F a t h e r  i s  s e e k i n g  s u c h  t o  w o r s h i p  H i m ”           
J o h n  4 : 2 3

June 2021

Directory
Minister: Rev. Robin Tso 02 4987 2093 
                  email: robin@hbpcea.org.au 
    The Manse: 155 Adelaide St., Raymond Terrace 

Session Clerk: Mr Ian Miller 02 49209435 
email: ian@hbpcea.org.au 

Deacons Clerk: Mr David Barnes 02 49487170   
 email: daruth48@dodo.com.au 

Postal address: 
PO Box 30 Raymond Terrace NSW 2324 

Website: http://www.hbpcea.org.au 

Live Services Call: 49050620, Passcode 12345# 
(Can be used with speaker phone) 

Live video stream: http://live.hunter.church) 
You may subscribe to the Church’s Youtube 
channel, and receive automatic notifications of 
services.  

Cardiff

3 Queens Avenue


Services: 11am and 5pm

Church locations & Service times
Raymond Terrace

155 Adelaide St.

Service at 9 am 

3/01/2015 12:02 pm
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Worship Services Announcements 
1. We thank the Lord for His grace and mercy regarding the recent Synod held 
at Raymond Terrace. Christian love, peace and unity were much in evidence. 
Some of the Synod reports may be read in the June edition of The 
Presbyterian Banner. 

2. Please pray for our Session and Deacons' Court members. Session next 
meets on 8 June. Agenda items include improvements to the pastoral support 
of our folk. 

3. We live at a critical time in Australia’s history for Christians to defend the 
faith. The right to freedom of religion & of speech in the public domain are 
increasingly threatened. 
 
4. You are encouraged to pray earnestly that the Lord would revive His 
Church and thereby be merciful to this nation. 

5. Mission (June)-Specific prayer and financial support is for our brethren of 
the Presbyterian Free Church India (PFCCI) who are currently suffering due 
to the devastation of covid-19 and increasing legal restraints 
on evangelism. 

6. We give thanks to the Lord for the faith and witness of our long standing 
member, Mrs Beryl Murray of Gloucester who passed to glory on 7 May. 

7. Please continue to pray earnestly for our aged folk, the sick & those 
experiencing other difficulties. Remember especially Dorothy Upton, Peter 
and Judy Uren, Heather Beaton, Margaret Kinder, Catherine Boer, Margaret 
& Bruce Dunne, Adrian Salm, Richard Alley and Tosia Cribbin. 

8. Pray that the Lord would raise up faithful and zealous servants to preach 
and teach the gospel. Especially pray that the Lord would provide for the 
current three PCEA vacant Congregations in this regard. 

9. A Communion season will be held in June, with the Communion service 
and thanksgiving service to be held on the 27th of June at Raymond Terrace. 
10 am Lord’s Supper followed by a Fellowship Lunch and 1:15 pm 
Thanksgiving Service.  

The Preparatory Services are to be held at: 
  Raymond Terrace: 10am Wednesday 23rd of June. 
  Cardiff: 7:30pm Wednesday 23rd of June. 

9. For electronic and online offering: Electronic Funds Transfer Details: BSB: 
062818 Account: 00900338 
Online Giving http://give.hunterpres.org (It supports debit/credit cards.)

Lord’s Day              13th June  
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

All Ages Sunday School: 4:15pm Cardiff  

Parents are encouraged to actively instruct their 
children in the Scriptures and the Shorter Catechism 

at home as part of regular Family Worship

Lord’s Day               6th June   
9am      Raymond Terrace                     Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                            Rev. Tso 
  -Fellowship Lunch- 
5pm      Cardiff                       Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day              20th June  
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day - Communion Service          27th June  
10am    Raymond Terrace                             Rev. Tso 
                 -Fellowship Lunch- 
1pm      Raymond Terrace                              Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day               4th July   
9am      Raymond Terrace                     Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                            Rev. Tso 
  -Fellowship Lunch- 
5pm      Cardiff                       Rev. Tso



Prayer and Bible study meetings

 Sometimes we try to cover up our reliance on experience with 
more orthodox-sounding language. I can’t tell you the number of 
times I’ve heard Christians tell me that the Holy Spirit led them to do 
things Scripture clearly forbids or that God gave them peace about 
their decision to act in a way that is clearly contrary to the law of God. 
But that’s blasphemous slander against the Spirit, as if He would ever 
countenance sin. It’s bad enough to blame the devil for our own 
decisions, but we put ourselves in grave danger when we appeal to the 
Spirit to justify our transgressions. 

 One of the most powerful devices of manipulation we’ve ever 
designed is to claim that we have experienced the Spirit’s approval of 
our actions. How can anyone dare contradict us if we claim divine 
authority for what we want to do? The result is that we end up 
silencing any questions about our behavior. But Scripture tells us that 
the Holy Spirit leads us to holiness, not to sin, and if the Spirit 
inspired the Scriptures, any experience we have that suggests we can 
go against biblical teaching cannot be from Him. 

 As long as we live on this side of heaven, we must deal with the 
fallenness of our bodies and souls. Seeking to make our experience 
determinative of right and wrong means repeating Adam and Eve’s 
sin. Why did they disobey the Lord? Because they trusted their 
experience that told them “the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 
wise” (Gen. 3:6). They ignored the promises and warnings God 
revealed to them regarding the fruit of the forbidden tree. Experience 
can and should teach us, but it can never be the final arbiter of right 
and wrong. That role belongs to our Creator alone, and His Word 
gives us the standards by which we must live.

Prayer Meeting/Bible Study  
  
      -Wednesdays at 7:30pm     
       online. 

To join electronically, go to:  

http://meet.hunter.church  

Otherwise, to join by phone,  
dial 02 9051 7421  
and enter this PIN: 989 349 764#  



 We’re living in a day when personal experience has been 
elevated above everything else as the final criterion of right and wrong. 
Just think of all of the people who try to justify themselves on the basis 
of what they feel. Divorce is routinely excused on the basis of a 
married couple’s no longer feeling like they are in love. We are told 
that homosexuality should be embraced as a moral good because some 
homosexuals report having felt an attraction to the same sex from a 
young age. Even many professing Christians make their decisions 
about right and wrong based on what they feel. 

 It’s hard to have a discussion with someone who makes their 
experience the final arbiter of reality. Many people embrace the old 
adage that “a person with an experience is never at the mercy of a 
person with an argument.” Ultimately, we have to disagree with this 
assertion, but not because experience is not a valuable tutor. It can 
help us connect theory to practice and abstract concepts to concrete 
situations. It assists us in sifting through the nuances of living in this 
complex world. There are even some experiences that seem to prove 
that experience trumps argumentation. I think of the example of 
Roger Bannister. Before 1954, many people argued that no human 
being could run a mile in under four minutes. Bannister broke that 
record, proving by experience that the argument was invalid. 

 The problem is not that experience can never outweigh an 
argument; we know from the history of science that the experience of 
empirical investigation has often overturned prevailing arguments. 
The problem is the idea that the person with an experience is never at 
the mercy of a person with an argument. In many cases, sound 
argument trumps experience. This is particularly true when the debate 
concerns personal experience versus a sound understanding of the 
Word of God. 

 I remember one occasion on which a lady approached me 
and said, “Dr. Sproul, for thirty years I have been married to a kind 
man and a good provider who is not a Christian. Finally, I could no 
longer stand not having in common with him the most important 
thing in my life-my faith. So, I left him. But he’s been calling me 
daily and begging me to come back. What do you think God wants 
me to do?” 
“That’s easy,” I said. “Your husband’s lack of Christian faith is no 
grounds for a divorce according to 1 Corinthians 7. So, God’s will is 
that you return to him.” 

 The woman did not like my answer and said it wasn’t a good 
one because I didn’t know what it was like to live with her husband. 
I responded, “Ma’am, you did not ask me what I would do if I were 
in your shoes. Perhaps I would have backed out long before you did, 
but that’s irrelevant to the matter. You asked me about the will of 
God, and that is clear in this situation. Your experience is not a 
license to disobey God.” I’m thankful to report that when the 
woman saw that she was asking God to make an exception just for 
her, she repented and returned to her husband. 

 That woman’s argument is duplicated every day among many 
Christians who subject the Word of God to their experience. Too 
often, when our experience conflicts with the Word of God, we set 
aside the Scriptures. We might take refuge in public opinion or the 
most recent psychological studies. We allow the common 
experience of people around us to become normative, denying the 
wisdom and authority of God in favor of the collective experience of 
fallen human beings. 

 Truthfully, we all know that experience is often a good 
teacher. But experience is never the best teacher. God, of course, is 
the best teacher. Why? Because He instructs us from the perspective 
of eternity and from the riches of His omniscience.

The Role of Experience
by R.C. Sproul


