
Hunter 
Presbyterian Church                            
of Eastern Australia

We extend a warm welcome to all who                          
worship with us today. 

“ T r u e  w o r s h i p p e r s  w i l l  w o r s h i p  t h e  
F a t h e r  i n  s p i r i t  a n d  t r u t h ;  f o r  t h e  

F a t h e r  i s  s e e k i n g  s u c h  t o  w o r s h i p  H i m ”           
J o h n  4 : 2 3

July 2021

Directory
Minister: Rev. Robin Tso 02 4987 2093 
                  email: robin@hbpcea.org.au 
    The Manse: 155 Adelaide St., Raymond Terrace 

Session Clerk: Mr Ian Miller 02 49209435 
email: ian@hbpcea.org.au 

Deacons Clerk: Mr David Barnes 02 49487170   
 email: daruth48@dodo.com.au 

Postal address: 
PO Box 30 Raymond Terrace NSW 2324 

Website: http://www.hbpcea.org.au 

Live Services Call: 49050620, Passcode 12345# 
(Can be used with speaker phone) 

Live video stream: http://live.hunter.church) 
You may subscribe to the Church’s Youtube 
channel, and receive automatic notifications of 
services.  

Cardiff

3 Queens Avenue


Services: 11am and 5pm

Church locations & Service times
Raymond Terrace

155 Adelaide St.

Service at 9 am 

3/01/2015 12:02 pm
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Worship Services Announcements 
1. A fellowship lunch will be held at Cardiff on the first Lord’s day of 
July. 

2. Continue to pray for the Lord's mercy and grace as many vulnerable 
people suffer worldwide from the current covid pandemic. 

3. Session has agreed to a visitation program designed to strengthen 
the pastoral support provided to each of our families and individuals. A 
letter explaining the Visitation Program will be sent to all concerned 
this month. Please pray for the Lord's blessing upon the pastoral visits. 

4. The right to freedom of religion & of the expression of Christian 
views in the public domain are increasingly threatened in our society. 
You are encouraged to pray earnestly that the Lord would revive His 
Church and thereby be merciful to this nation. 

5. Please continue to pray earnestly for our aged folk, the sick & those 
experiencing other difficulties and afflictions. Remember especially 
Dorothy Upton, Peter and Judy Uren, Heather Beaton, Margaret 
Kinder, Catherine Boer, Margaret & Bruce Dunne, Adrian Salm and 
Richard Alley. 

6. Pray that the Lord would raise up faithful and zealous servants to 
preach and teach the gospel. Especially pray that the Lord would 
provide for the three PCEA vacant Congregations in this regard. 

7. Continue to pray for each other-that each may grow in grace & in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ & that our children and youth may 
be saved from the wrath to come. 

8. Mission prayer and financial support during July is for the Seamen's 
Christian Friend Society. 

9. For electronic and online offering: Electronic Funds Transfer 
Details: BSB: 062818 Account: 00900338 
Online Giving http://give.hunterpres.org (It supports debit/credit 
cards.) 

Lord’s Day               11th July  
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

All Ages Sunday School: 4:15pm Cardiff  

Parents are encouraged to actively instruct their 
children in the Scriptures and the Shorter Catechism 

at home as part of regular Family Worship

Lord’s Day               4th July   
9am      Raymond Terrace                     Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                            Rev. Tso 
  -Fellowship Lunch- 
5pm      Cardiff                       Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day               18th July  
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day             1st August   
9am      Raymond Terrace                     Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                            Rev. Tso 
  -Fellowship Lunch- 
5pm      Cardiff                       Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day               25th July  
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso



Prayer and Bible study meetings

We Rest in God’s Great Authority  
 God not only has the ability, but He also has the authority  
to use and display that ability. This God of power and authority, in 
whom we are called to rest, is also the only wise God our Saviour. His 
wisdom makes Him trustworthy. His wisdom will keep us from false 
teachers. His wisdom should drive us to prayer. He does not keep His 
wisdom to Himself. He gives that wisdom to all who ask.  

 The church is not the Saviour, nor is any ministry or seminary. 
Yes, the church is the demonstration of the effectiveness of His gospel, 
and the messenger of His gospel to others. But the church is to point 
to God, not to itself or its own ideas.  

 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever. When we pray that as 
individuals, we are giving up the control of our own lives. When we 
pray that as a denomination, we are confessing we live under His 
authority. We exist, not to serve ourselves, but to live for His glory. We 
live to rest in, and enjoy His glory, majesty, dominion, and power 
forever.  

 What many see as coincidences should be seen as His wisdom 
made clear in providence. Often people question, wonder, and worry 
because they cannot fathom providence. But we need to trust the 
wisdom of God in practical things too, and praise Him for that.  
  
All the needs and challenges within the church do not diminish His 
glory and dominion. His glory and majesty remain, now and ever. 
From the very beginning to the present age. In every circumstance. 
After every decision. After every project. After every move. 
Are we resting in Him? When others look at us, do they see our 
confidence in the ability and authority of the King?  

 Beloved, remember God is the only One who keeps us. If it were 
not for His grace, all the meetings and all the means would not keep us 
from falling. Do not stumble at His ability, but rest in this truth: He is 
able to do more than we ask or can even imagine! It is only as we rest 
in the great ability and authority of our God that we will not be led 
astray.  

Prayer Meeting/Bible Study  
 Note: Bible Studies are in recess  
during the school holidays.  

Studies resume Wednesday 14th of July.  

      -Wednesdays at 7:30pm     
       online. 

To join electronically, go to:  

http://meet.hunter.church  

Otherwise, to join by phone,  
dial 02 9051 7421  
and enter this PIN: 989 349 764#  



 Jude wrote his letter to those who needed to earnestly contend 
for the faith. Even as he exposed false teaching, Jude urged his readers 
to contend (v.3), grow (v.20), look for mercy (v.21), have compassion 
(v.22), and save others (v.23). Yet, they were not to find this in 
themselves. They were to rest in the greatness of God. “Now unto Him 
that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, To the only wise 
God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now 
and ever” (vv.24-25).  

We Are Challenged         
 The challenge we face is no less real than the challenge in 
Jude’s day.           
 We need to contend for the faith in a world that increasingly 
rejects God and has no space for those who desire to follow Him. We 
need to contend for the faith in a world that appeals for us to pursue 
things other than faith and hope in God.       
 We need to grow because in ourselves we are prone to halt and 
stumble. Even though we may be strong in the doctrines of grace, we 
find it difficult to live lives of grace. We need the gifts of God that we 
cannot give ourselves or each other.       
 We are prone to stumble and fall into sin because the evil one is 
as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Satan delights in pride 
and lies. He will use all means, including distraction, sin, and in-
fighting, in order to break down and weaken Christians. 
The challenge is real. So, how can we live and rest considering this?  

We Rest in God’s Great Ability  
 As Jude begins his doxology, he begins with an address – Now 
unto Him. But he stops short of naming who that “Him” is. Instead he 
breaks into praise of what this One does. Unto Him that is able to 
keep. He alone has the ability, the power to preserve His church. This 
is the Triune God. 

 The ability which God has is not just a hidden ability, He is 
able to keep me and you from falling. In spite of our tendency to 
wander, slip, stumble, and fall, He is able to keep us from that. God 
is able to be your guardrails on the narrow road through the valleys 
and mountains of life. He is able to guard you from slipping into 
canyons of sin. But there is more - He is able to keep you sure- 
footed on His path. He is able to make your way plain before you, so 
you will know the way to go.  

 God is able to preserve you until the day on which Jesus 
Christ returns. Malachi had asked (3:2): But who may abide the day 
of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? The human 
answer, as long as we look to ourselves and our own ability, is 
nobody. But in Christ we can. Now unto Him who is able to present 
you faultless before the presence of His Glory.  

 How then will Christ present the challenged who have been 
kept? Faultless! Without spot or wrinkle! Because of Christ’s pure, 
sacrificial death, the church is also seen as having no blemish. He is 
able to take those who struggle with all the things Jude warns the 
people about and present them faultless. He takes those who need 
warnings and presents them blameless. He takes those who struggle 
keeping themselves in the love of God and presents them perfect. 
He is able.  

 This is not an ability to perform in a clinical or judicial kind 
of way. He does not just issue a report saying – not guilty. No, there 
is exceeding joy, exuberant joy, exultant joy, bubbling joy in God’s 
redemptive work.  

 In the challenges of the past year, that joy may seem foreign. 
In some ways, it is because we have felt like we have had to contend 
for the faith. It has been stressful. We have been con- fronted with 
our own sin and limitations. We have wondered how long this could 
continue. But dear friend, take Jude’s doxology and pray it - Now 
unto Him that is able to keep me from falling, and to present me 
faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy. Rest in 
God’s ability. 

A Challenged People Resting in 
God’s Greatness 

by Pastor D. Van Brugge 


