
Hunter 
Presbyterian Church                            
of Eastern Australia

We extend a warm welcome to all who                          
worship with us today. 

“ T r u e  w o r s h i p p e r s  w i l l  w o r s h i p  t h e  
F a t h e r  i n  s p i r i t  a n d  t r u t h ;  f o r  t h e  

F a t h e r  i s  s e e k i n g  s u c h  t o  w o r s h i p  H i m ”           
J o h n  4 : 2 3

January 2021

Directory
Minister: Rev. Robin Tso 02 4987 2093 
                  email: robin@hbpcea.org.au 
    The Manse: 155 Adelaide St., Raymond Terrace 

Session Clerk: Mr Ian Miller 02 49209435 
email: ian@hbpcea.org.au 

Deacons Clerk: Mr R. Alley 02 49828210 
   email: rndalley@gmail.com 

Postal address: 
PO Box 30 Raymond Terrace NSW 2324 

Website: http://www.hbpcea.org.au 

Live Services Call: 49050620, Passcode 12345# 
(Can be used with speaker phone) 

Live video stream: http://live.hunter.church) 
You may subscribe to the Church’s Youtube 
channel, and receive automatic notifications of 
services.  

Cardiff

3 Queens Avenue


Services: 11am and 5pm

Church locations & Service times
Raymond Terrace

155 Adelaide St.

Service at 9 am 
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Worship Services Announcements 
1. Many have made New year resolutions. But may we push out by faith 
from the shore of 2020 into the new unchartered waters of 2021, 
knowing that the Lord is with us always. This gracious Sovereign God 
who has the power to control the storm, and has power over the wind 
and waves of life. 

* Pray that we may grow more ardent in our love for our Lord, for 
our brethren & for those yet to come to faith. 

* Pray for opportunities to share the gospel with our loved ones, friends 
and neighbours. 

*Pray for each other-that each may continue to grow in grace & in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ & that our children and youth may 
be saved. 

*Pray for safety and refreshment in body and soul for our brethren 
during the summer holiday period 

2. Continue to pray earnestly for our aged folk, the sick & those 
experiencing other difficulties and afflictions. Remember especially 
Effie Crawley, Dorothy Upton, Peter and Judy Uren, Heather Beaton, 
Margaret Kinder, Catherine Boer, Margaret & Bruce Dunne, Adrian 
Salm and Richard Alley. 

*Cardiff All Age Sunday School and mid-week prayer/Bible studies are 
to resume in February. More details are to be announced. 

* For electronic and online offering: 
Electronic Funds Transfer Details: BSB: 062818 Account: 00900338 
Online Giving http://give.hunterpres.org 
(It supports debit/credit cards.) 

3. Mission support for January is for the Missions general fund. 

Sunday School is now in recess. It will resume next term.    

Parents are encouraged to actively instruct their 
children in the Scriptures and the Shorter Catechism 

at home as part of regular Family Worship

Lord’s Day           10th January  
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day           3rd January  
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
  -Fellowship Lunch- 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day           17th January  
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day          24th January  
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day           31st January  
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso



Prayer and Bible study meetingsWe are to redeem the time because once it has passed it can never be 
recovered. We have no replay button to let us go back and undo the time 
we have misspent or to relive it. Our lives are like water spilled on the 
ground which cannot be gathered up again (2 Sam. 14:14). So, we need to 
take to heart the words of the poet, who said, “The  
clock of life is wound but once, and no man has the power, to say just 
when the hands will stop; at late, or early hour. Now is the only time we 
own to do His precious will; do not wait until tomorrow, for the clock may 
then be still. For time that is past we never can recall, of time to come, we 
are not sure at all; only the present is now in our power, therefore, redeem 
and improve every hour.”  As Spurgeon has rightly observed, NOW is 
therefore to be the watchword of the wise.  

Fourthly, a wise person will live with a conscious awareness that they 
must give an account for their use of time. This means they will recognize 
that time is the very seed of eternity and thus the present should be lived 
in view of eternity. Thus the reason they make the choices they do is 
because they know that every time they do make a choice to do something 
with their time, that something is called a deed, and one day they will 
answer for the sum total of all of those deeds at the judgment seat of 
Christ. As another poet says: “I have only just a minute, only 60 seconds 
in it; forced upon me; can’t refuse it; didn’t seek it, didn’t chose it. But it’s 
up to me just how I use it. I must suffer if I lose it, give account if I abuse 
it. Just a tiny little minute, but eternity is in it.” Unlike the fool then who 
goes through life looking for immediate gratification and lives only 
according to the feelings, impulses, and desires of the moment, with a 
constant focus on the here and now, those who are governed by biblical 
principles will live with an awareness of the fact that today could be their 
last and then they must face God and judgment.  

As a new year begins, let us therefore seek to live moment by moment 
with the conscious aware- ness that there isn’t any time for which we 
aren’t accountable to God. There isn’t any time during which God doesn’t 
care about what we are doing. While we may have spare time in the sense 
which we may stop working and refresh ourselves, let us always 
remember that none of us are ever given time off from being called to live 
in any other way than God calls us to live. Let us therefore diligently seek 
to make God’s priorities our priorities in the year ahead and apply the 
principles He gives us in His Word to our lives. Only then will we be able 
to make the best use of the time God gives us and turn it to our advantage, 
not only in the present but for the life to come as well.  

Prayer Meeting/Bible Study  

   

   Note: Bible study is now in recess.  
     It will resume after the school  
     holidays.    

Ladies Bible Study 

Note:  
There are no Ladies Bible 
studies until further notice             

          



“See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming 
the time, because the days are evil.”  

Ephesians 5:15-16  

 The close of one year and the beginning of a new year is often a 
time in which we take stock of our lives. It is a time when we can look back 
on a year that is past and recall the many blessings of God toward us. But 
it can also be a time to reflect on our regrets. Regrets about opportunities 
lost and time wasted perhaps. Time can never be recovered. So, as we look 
out on a fresh new year ahead, we often resolve to manage our time better. 
We determine to make the most of the opportunities which each new day 
will bring. We all recognize that we have been given a limited space of 
time in which to accomplish certain things. Our brief window of 
opportunity is filled with possibilities for good or for evil. That is why, as it 
has been said, “each day is full of many hours just waiting for our using; 
and there are many ways to spend them, so we must be careful in our 
choosing.” We all need wisdom to guide us then in how we approach our 
time and make choices about our use of time day by day. It is good 
therefore to ask ourselves the question as we begin this year: “What are 
some basic biblical principles which ought to govern us when we think 
about how to live in order to make the most profitable use of our time?” In 
response to this question we can reflect upon at least four such principles. 

First, a wise person will live with a conscious sense of the value of time 
and of God’s purpose in giving it. They will recognise that time is a 
precious commodity which is given to us by God Himself.  

Since God has entrusted it to us, it is not to be wasted on trivial 
things. Rather it is to be used only on what is good and useful for 
our own and others’ edification. Just as in commerce, when buyers 
recognise the value of a commodity, they will eagerly and anxiously 
pursue any possible opportunity to procure it without delay, so the 
wise person will be one who is eager and anxious to make the best 
possible use of time in light of its value. For we can only use it or 
lose it. If we are using it for any other reason than God intends, then 
we are misusing and abusing it. This is why the Puritan Richard 
Baxter has said, “we ought to spend our time in nothing which we 
know must be repented of; in nothing on which we might not pray 
for the blessing of God; in nothing which we could not review with a 
quiet conscience on our dying bed; and in nothing which we might 
not safely and properly be found doing if death should surprise us in 
the act.” 

Secondly, a wise person will live with a conscious awareness of the 
shortness and uncertainty of time. We are only given one life on this 
earth. That is why the Bible repeatedly presents us with powerful 
pictures of our brief season of opportunity here on earth and the 
fact that we don’t know what a day or an hour might bring. Our life 
on earth is described as being nothing more than a breath or like the 
dive of an eagle. It’s likened to a mere shadow. It is said to be but a 
hand breadth (from thumb to little finger). It’s nothing more than 
smoke or a vapour that appears for a short time and then passes 
away. Like the grass or flowers of the field that are here today and 
then they are cut down tomorrow, so we are here for only a brief 
time and then we must leave this world and everything in it behind. 
The wise person is one who has learned to pray to God, “So teach us 
to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom” 
and “Lord, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my 
days, that I may know how frail I am” (Ps. 90:12; 39:4).  

Thirdly, a wise person will live with a conscious awareness of the 
impossibility of ever recalling time. This is why the apostle Paul 
appealed to the believers in Ephesus to act wisely, “Redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil” (Eph. 5:16). 

Precious Time 

by  Rev. K. Hutton, pastor of the Free Reformed Church of 
Mitchell, Ontario  


