
Hunter 
Presbyterian Church                            
of Eastern Australia

We extend a warm welcome to all who                          
worship with us today. 

“ T r u e  w o r s h i p p e r s  w i l l  w o r s h i p  t h e  
F a t h e r  i n  s p i r i t  a n d  t r u t h ;  f o r  t h e  

F a t h e r  i s  s e e k i n g  s u c h  t o  w o r s h i p  H i m ”           
J o h n  4 : 2 3

August 2021

Directory
Minister: Rev. Robin Tso 02 4987 2093 
                  email: robin@hbpcea.org.au 
    The Manse: 155 Adelaide St., Raymond Terrace 

Session Clerk: Mr Ian Miller 02 49209435 
email: ian@hbpcea.org.au 

Deacons Clerk: Mr David Barnes 02 49487170   
 email: daruth48@dodo.com.au 

Postal address: 
PO Box 30 Raymond Terrace NSW 2324 

Website: http://www.hbpcea.org.au 

Live Services Call: 49050620, Passcode 12345# 
(Can be used with speaker phone) 

Live video stream: http://live.hunter.church) 
You may subscribe to the Church’s Youtube 
channel, and receive automatic notifications of 
services.  

Cardiff

3 Queens Avenue


Services: 11am and 5pm

Church locations & Service times
Raymond Terrace

155 Adelaide St.

Service at 9 am 
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Worship Services Announcements 
1. A fellowship lunch will be held at Cardiff on the first Lord’s day of 
August. 

2. Following the recently legislated PCEA 'Act of Synod 2021 (Interim 
Act 1)' updated versions of the the Safe Church Policy & Code of 
Conduct as well as a Complaints Handling Procedure (Act 5, Synod 
2021) are now available for all congregation members, adherents and 
visitors.  

3.The distributed '2021-2022 Pastoral Visitation' document may not be 
implemented for a few months given the present covid-19 related 
concerns and restrictions. Please pray that our Lord would richly bless 
all involved in the program. 

4. Continue to pray for each other-that each may grow in grace & in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ & that our children and youth may 
be saved. 

5. Please continue to pray earnestly for our aged folk, the sick & those 
experiencing other difficulties and afflictions. Remember especially 
Dorothy Upton, Peter and Judy Uren, Heather Beaton, Margaret 
Kinder, Catherine Boer, Margaret & Bruce Dunne, Adrian Salm, 
Richard Alley and Evelyn Archard. 

6. Pray that the Lord would raise up faithful and zealous servants to 
preach and teach the gospel in Australia and worldwide. Especially 
pray that the Lord would provide for the three PCEA vacant 
Congregations in this regard. 

7. Mission prayer and financial support this month is for Mariam and 
her faithful labours associated with the Taleem Centre, India. 

8. For electronic and online offering: Electronic Funds Transfer 
Details: BSB: 062818 Account: 00900338 
Online Giving http://give.hunterpres.org (It supports debit/credit 
cards.) 

Lord’s Day              8th August 
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

All Ages Sunday School: 4:15pm Cardiff  

Parents are encouraged to actively instruct their 
children in the Scriptures and the Shorter Catechism 

at home as part of regular Family Worship

Lord’s Day             15th August  
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day            29th August   
9am      Raymond Terrace                     Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                            Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                       Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day            22nd August  
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day             1st August   
9am      Raymond Terrace                     Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                            Rev. Tso 
  -Fellowship Lunch- 
5pm      Cardiff                       Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day         5th September   
9am      Raymond Terrace                     Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                            Rev. Tso 
  -Fellowship Lunch- 
5pm      Cardiff                       Rev. Tso



Prayer and Bible study meetings

7. FIND GOD’S PRESENCE IN AFFLICTION 
Expect God’s unique presence with you and protection over you. Study these 
Scriptures, (Isaiah 43:2; Daniel 3:24-25; Genesis 39:39-40; Psalm 23:4-5; Psalm 91; 
Isaiah 63:9; Isaiah 26:20-21; Ezekiel 9:4,6). God is above His people and beneath 
them (Deuteronomy 33:25-27). He is under them and over them (Song 2:6). He is 
before them and behind them (Isaiah 52:12 and Isaiah 58:8). He is on the right hand 
of His people, and on the left hand of His people (Psalm 16:8; Psalm 121:5; Psalm 
118:15-16; Exodus 14:22,29). God is round about His people, (Psalm 34:7; Psalm 
125:2). God is in the midst of His people (Zechariah 2:5; Psalm 46:5; Psalm 12:6). O 
the safety and security of the poor people of God.   

8. EXERCISE GRACE DAILY IN AFFLICTION 
Live every day in fresh, excellent, and frequent exercise of grace. Study these 
Scriptures, (Psalm 91:2-4; Jeremiah 39:17-18; Micah 7:7-9; Psalm 40:1-2; Habakkuk 
2:1-4; Jeremiah 30:21). The person who lives in daily exercising grace lives every day 
in heaven on this side of heaven, whatever affliction they may experience. 

9. PRAY MORE IN AFFLICTION 
Stir up your hearts to seek the Lord in extraordinary ways: namely, by fasting and 
prayer. Study these Scriptures, (Numbers 16:46-50; Psalm 106:23,29-30; Isaiah 
22:2-5,12-13; Jonah 3:5-10; 2 Chronicles 12:2-7; 1 Kings 21:21-29; Joel 2:12-17). 

10. PREPARE FOR DEATH BECAUSE OF AFFLICTION 
You are to learn by the raging pestilence or rod to prepare for death. This means to 
be in actual readiness to die. Every ache, every pain, every disease—is one of death’s 
warnings. There is not a headache,  toothache, fever, pain, fall, wrench or plague-
sore which is not a divine warning to man to prepare to die. It is a solemn thing to 
die, we need therefore to prepare to die. It is a work to be done once only and so we 
need to prepare to do it well. 

We listen to sermons often, pray often, read often, and meditate often in this world. 
We eat and drink often and what is worst, we sin often. Yet we must die only once 
(Job 14:14; Hebrews 9:27). Death will prove all our graces, experiences, evidences, 
comforts, attainments and enjoyments. We need to prepare to die therefore. There is 
nothing more certain than death but there is nothing more uncertain than the time, 
place, and manner in which we will die. 

Preparing to die does not make us die sooner but rather much easier and better. 
Unless we prepare to die, all other preparations will do us no good. Death is a 
change, a great change; it is the last change until the resurrection. It is lasting, 
indeed it is an everlasting change; for it puts a man into an eternal condition of 
happiness or misery. It is a universal change; all people must pass under this 
flaming sword. It highly concerns us therefore to prepare for death. 

CONCLUSION 
After outlining these lessons that we should learn, Brooks expresses a desire for his 
readers. It is our souls may experience such a fresh, excellent, full, and constant 
operation from the Holy Spirit that will enable us to benefit from the lessons.  This is 
what we need and why earnest prayer is so critical at this time.

Prayer Meeting/Bible Study  

      -Wednesdays at 7:30pm     
       online. 

To join electronically, go to:  

http://meet.hunter.church  

Otherwise, to join by phone,  
dial 02 9051 7421  
and enter this PIN: 989 349 764#  



 People have been offering lessons to learn from the start of 
the coronavirus crisis. They range from social, public health and 
economic concerns to personal life lessons. With the benefit of 
hindsight some query how it has been managed. Debate about 
whether these lessons will be learned is likely to be ongoing. What 
about the spiritual lessons we ought to take from this crisis? How 
have we responded and how ought we to have responded? It’s not 
over yet of course, and so we still need to apply these ten lessons 
amongst others. 

We can learn from those in the past who have reflected on the spiritual 
lessons we need at such a time. Thomas Brooks wrote a book during the 
plague year in London called The Privy [Secret] Key to Heaven. In a lengthy 
introduction he covers twenty special lessons that we need to learn. 

The first ten relate to an application of Micah 6:9. He counsels us to cling 
close to God in affliction. We must acknowledge God’s sovereign role and 
voice in it. We must also humble ourselves in response to such an event and 
engage in sincere repentance. We will look at the last ten in this updated 
excerpt. 

1. DO NOT BE DISCOURAGED IN AFFLICTION   Do not be 
discouraged under the rod of affliction (Jeremiah 27:13; 2 Samuel 24:10,17; 
Hebrews 12:5) because: 

• It is a rod in a Father’s hand 
• God will do much good by the rod 
• You could not have been without the rod 

This affliction is not according to the greatness of God’s anger, nor according 
to the greatness of His power, nor according to the strictness of his justice, 
nor according to the demerits of your sins, nor according to the malicious 
desires of Satan. It is not according to the designs, plots, and contrivances of 
wicked and unreasonable men. It is not according to the extensiveness of 
your fears—for you have feared worse things than you feel. Nor is it 
according to that sharp rod which has been upon the primitive saints, nor 
according to that sharp rod which many thousands of the precious sons and 
daughters of Zion are under in other parts of the world. Therefore do not 
faint under the rod, do not be discouraged under the rod. 

By fainting under the rod, you will gratify Satan, reproach religion and 
render yourselves unable to serve. You will make work for future 
repentance. Do not therefore faint under the rod.  

2. WAIT FOR GOD’S DELIVERANCE FROM AFFLICTION 
You must be patient and quiet under the rod of affliction until the Lord 
will either give you a gracious, or a glorious, deliverance from it (2 
Chronicles 32:25-26; Leviticus 26:40-42; Micah 7:9; Lamentations 3:30). 
What is the rod and the raging pestilence compared to the horrors of 
conscience and  flames of hell, or everlasting separation from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power (2 Thessalonians 
1:8-9)? Put your mouths in the dust therefore, and be silent before the 
Lord.   

3. GLORIFY GOD IN AFFLICTION 
Fully justify the Lord and think and well of Him under the rod of 
affliction. Study these Scriptures (Psalm 119:75,137; Nehemiah 9:33; Ezra 
9:13; Lamentations 1:3,5,7-8,10; Lamentations 4:15,18; Daniel 9:12,14; 2 
Kings 20:16-19; Jeremiah 12:1-2; Psalm 119:17-22; Psalm 22:1-3; Psalm 
97:2). 

4. PERSONAL REFORMATION IN AFFLICTION 
When the rod smarts, and the pestilence rages—God expects that 
everyone should repent and turn from the evil of their doings (2 
Chronicles 7:13-14). This verse is saying “I will remove the judgments that 
are on the land, and I will confer on my reforming people all those favours 
and blessings that they need.” Study these Scriptures, (Ezra 10:14,19; 2 
Chronicles 30:8-9; and 2 Chronicles 29:8,10,15-16). 

5. FIND REFUGE IN GOD IN AFFLICTION 
Make God your habitation, shelter, and refuge. Ponder these Scriptures 
seriously, (Psalm 91:2,9-10; Psalm 90:1; Psalm 71:3; Psalm 57:1). Those 
who dwell in God under the shadow of the Almighty lodge their souls in 
the bosom of eternal loves every day. They dwell most safely, most 
securely and most nobly. 

6. FEAR GOD IN AFFLICTION 
Make God the great object of your fear (see Psalm 119:119-120; Isaiah 
8:7-8,13-14).  When the judgments of God are either threatened or carried 
out, feared or felt—it greatly concerns us to lift up God as the main object 
of our fear. We should fear the hand which uses the rod more than the rod 
itself (Job 13:11; Jeremiah 36:24). When God takes up the rod, it concerns 
us greatly to fear before Him with a child-like,  reverential fear. This is a 
fear that fortifies the heart against sin. It is a fear which fits the soul for 
duty, it draws and even drives the soul to duty. 

10 LESSONS FROM A PANDEMIC. 
HAVE WE LEARNED THEM?


