
Hunter 
Presbyterian Church                            
of Eastern Australia

We extend a warm welcome to all who                          
worship with us today. 

“ T r u e  w o r s h i p p e r s  w i l l  w o r s h i p  t h e  
F a t h e r  i n  s p i r i t  a n d  t r u t h ;  f o r  t h e  

F a t h e r  i s  s e e k i n g  s u c h  t o  w o r s h i p  H i m ”           
J o h n  4 : 2 3

May 2021

Directory
Minister: Rev. Robin Tso 02 4987 2093 
                  email: robin@hbpcea.org.au 
    The Manse: 155 Adelaide St., Raymond Terrace 

Session Clerk: Mr Ian Miller 02 49209435 
email: ian@hbpcea.org.au 

Deacons Clerk: Mr David Barnes 02 49487170   
 email: daruth48@dodo.com.au 

Postal address: 
PO Box 30 Raymond Terrace NSW 2324 

Website: http://www.hbpcea.org.au 

Live Services Call: 49050620, Passcode 12345# 
(Can be used with speaker phone) 

Live video stream: http://live.hunter.church) 
You may subscribe to the Church’s Youtube 
channel, and receive automatic notifications of 
services.  

Cardiff

3 Queens Avenue


Services: 11am and 5pm

Church locations & Service times
Raymond Terrace

155 Adelaide St.

Service at 9 am 
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Worship Services Announcements 
1. A fellowship lunch will be held at Cardiff on the first Lord’s day of May. 

2. Synod next meets (4th to 7th May) at Raymond Terrace. Please inform 
Vanessa if you are able to assist with catering. Please pray that all might be 
done to glorify Christ and be a witness of Christian love, peace and unity. 

3. A Synod Missions night will be held on Wednesday 5th of May in Raymond 
Terrace from 7:30pm. A dinner will be held beforehand at 6pm. Everyone is 
welcome to come for dinner and hear of the work that is being done in various 
Synod support missions. Please confirm with Vanessa if you are able to attend 
so that we can plan the number to cater for.  

4. Pray for the Cardiff Sunday School students (all age) and the Teachers. May 
the Lord by His Spirit teach each student true knowledge of God, of His 
Holiness and righteousness. 

5.Remember in prayer the work of Session (including Rev Tso) and Deacons 
Court. May we each office bearer be impelled by the love of Christ to faithful 
and diligent service. 

6. Following Synod Rev. Tso will be travelling to Tasmania to provide support 
and pulpit supply to both the Ulverstone congregation and the Southern 
Presbyterian congregation in Launceston. Please remember the Tso family in 
prayer as they travel to Tasmania and visit the various congregations.   

7.Pray that the Lord would raise up faithful and zealous servants to preach 
and teach the gospel. Especially pray that the Lord would provide for the 
current three PCEA vacant Congregations in this regard. 

8.Please continue to pray earnestly for our aged folk, the sick & those 
experiencing other difficulties and afflictions. Remember especially Dorothy 
Upton, Peter and Judy Uren, Heather Beaton, Margaret Kinder, Catherine 
Boer, Margaret & Bruce Dunne, Adrian Salm and Richard Alley. 

9. For electronic and online offering: Electronic Funds Transfer Details: BSB: 
062818 Account: 00900338 
Online Giving http://give.hunterpres.org (It supports debit/credit cards.) 

10. Mission support for May is Australian Indigenous Ministries (AIM) 
General fund.

Lord’s Day                9th May  
9am      Raymond Terrace                  Rev. Klazinga 
11am     Cardiff                         Rev. Klazinga 
5pm      Cardiff                    Rev. Klazinga

Lord’s Day                2nd May   
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
  -Fellowship Lunch- 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day               16th May  
9am      Raymond Terrace                    Mr. Miller 
11am     Cardiff                           Mr. Miller 
5pm      Cardiff                     Mr. Barnes

Lord’s Day              30th May   
9am      Raymond Terrace                 Rev. Burgess 
11am     Cardiff                        Rev. Burgess 
5pm      Cardiff                   Rev. Burgess

All Ages Sunday School: 4:15pm Cardiff  

Parents are encouraged to actively instruct their 
children in the Scriptures and the Shorter Catechism 

at home as part of regular Family Worship

Lord’s Day              23rd May  
9am      Raymond Terrace                 Rev. Burgess 
11am     Cardiff                        Rev. Burgess 
5pm      Cardiff                   Rev. Burgess

Lord’s Day               6th June   
9am      Raymond Terrace                     Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                            Rev. Tso 
  -Fellowship Lunch- 
5pm      Cardiff                       Rev. Tso



Prayer and Bible study meetings

5. LACK OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
Even though you may be free of guilt in relation to these things hinted 
at above, if you are under a spirit of discouragement you cannot make 
progress. Consider your spiritual condition and see what 
discouragement you find. Once the duties of religion and closely 
following Christ were your delight, but now your conscience has 
become your tormenter. You drive heavily in any task to which you are 
called. You are like Thomas who followed Christ in a discouraged way. 
“Let us also go”, he says, “that we may die with him” (John 11:16). 
Though you continue to maintain your full quota of duties ,your 
discouragement shows that you have left your first love (the love 
which once you had or might have had). 
  
THE DANGERS OF BACKSLIDING 
Well then, test yourself by these things. What spiritual growth, heart-
work and conscience about sin do you have? What about diligence in 
duty? Do you have discouragement instead of delight? When you have 
tested yourself in this way, reflect on the evils and dangers of 
backsliding. 
You are hindered in what is good (Galatians 5:7); 
You lose what you had gained (Galatians 3:4); 
You dishonour God and slander Him as though there were some fault 
in Him (Jeremiah 2:5 and 31; Micah 6:3); 
You lay stumbling blocks before others; 
You store up sorrows and chastisements for yourself (Proverbs 14:14). 
  
THE WAY BACK FROM BACKSLIDING 
I wish that all backslidden professing Christians would meditate on 
Revelation 2:4-5. Ephesus is a very zealous Church. They cannot bear 
with those that are evil, have tried those who said they were apostles 
and found them liars. They had also borne much with patience. For 
the name of Christ they had laboured and not fainted. Yet, Christ has a 
charge against her; she had lost her first love. She was to “remember” 
where she had fallen from and “repent, and do the first works”. 
Otherwise, Christ would come quickly and remove her candlestick out 
of its place. A Church which leaves her first love through gradual 
decay may provoke God to un-Church her, unless she considers where 
she has fallen from, repents and does her first works.

Prayer Meeting/Bible Study  
  
      -Wednesdays at 7:30pm     
       online. 

Note: There will be NO Bible study on 
Wednesday 5th of May due to Synod 
Missions Night. All are welcome to 
attend. 

To join electronically, go to:  

http://meet.hunter.church  

Otherwise, to join by phone,  
dial 02 9051 7421  
and enter this PIN: 989 349 764#  



Many think of backsliding as falling into open sin, a life of 
unrepentant wordliness or virtually departing from the 
faith. It may be that such, however, are only backsliding 
from a false profession and making this more apparent. 

Backsliding also includes falling back from certain truths, 
principles and standards. But we must be concerned 
about spiritual backsliding or backsliding in heart 

(Proverbs 14:14). It is dangerous because it is far more 
subtle. Failure to go forward and to grow spiritually 

means to slide back, because there is no standing still. 

 George Hutcheson gives practical teaching as to how we can 
identify spiritual backsliding. We need to test whether we are 
backslidden from what we have had, or might have had in the past or 
else from what others have attained. The following are some clear 
tests: 

1. LACK OF GROWTH.       
Are you growing in grace? You must “beware lest…being led away with 
the error of the wicked” you “fall from your own steadfastness”. You 
must rather “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:17-18). There is no standing still in 
the Christian life. If there is no growth in fruit or in the root, there is 
no progress in sanctification. Lack of growth in putting sin to death 
and being humbled for your shortcomings, you are certainly someone 
who is backsliding. 

2. LACK OF HEART RELIGION 
Many need to test whether religion has transferred from their hearts 
to their heads. Some who were once full of sap, are now sapless. 
Those who had powerful impressions on their souls of the life and 
power of religion now only have bare, tasteless notions and 
speculations. Those whose progress has halted forget to consider 
the spiritual condition of their heart and how few close 
communications they share with God. How tasteless, sapless and 
lifeless to such are religion and religious duties! They have an 
understanding of misery and mercy, of sin and a Saviour; but it is 
like a dream. These are things they can consider without their 
hearts being moved at all or only very little. 
  
3. LACK OF CONSCIENCE ABOUT SIN 
Examine what conscience you have about sin. When saints are in 
the right condition they walk carefully with continual distrust of 
themselves. They look back many times with sinking hearts and 
self-reproof for what they find amiss. This is not simply an 
occasional consideration, it is their constant concern. But if you are 
a stranger to walking carefully with God and inward self-reproof 
and rebukes you are backsliding. The throat of your soul grows wide 
and gets over guilt without reluctance. You have halted in spiritual 
things if you do what is wrong and your conscience tells you so but 
your heart is not grieved. A growing spiritual condition is marked by 
carefulness in relation to sin and guilt. 
  
4. LACK OF SPIRITUAL DILIGENCE. 
If you want to examine your spiritual condition, you must consider 
your diligence carefully. It is the hand of the diligent that makes rich 
(Proverbs 10:4) “The soul of the diligent shall be made 
fat” (Proverbs 13:4). Some make little effort in the duties of religion 
for the honour of God and the benefit of their own souls. Instead 
they spend much of their time in spiritual laziness and worldliness. 
When these come to do their spiritual accounting they will find they 
have come to a halt, are withered and in decay.

5 WAYS TO KNOW IF YOU ARE 
BACKSLIDING 

GEORGE HUTCHESON
George Hutcheson (1615-1674) ministered in Ayrshire 
and Edinburgh and was a noted bible expositor. Like 
many other ministers he was removed from his 
congregation in 1662 for refusing to conform to the rule 
of bishops.


