
Hunter 
Presbyterian Church                            
of Eastern Australia

We extend a warm welcome to all who                          
worship with us today. 

“ T r u e  w o r s h i p p e r s  w i l l  w o r s h i p  t h e  
F a t h e r  i n  s p i r i t  a n d  t r u t h ;  f o r  t h e  

F a t h e r  i s  s e e k i n g  s u c h  t o  w o r s h i p  H i m ”           
J o h n  4 : 2 3

August 2020

Directory
Minister: Rev. Robin Tso 02 4987 2093 
                  email: robin@hbpcea.org.au 
    The Manse: 155 Adelaide St., Raymond Terrace 

Session Clerk: Mr Ian Miller 02 49209435 
email: ian@hbpcea.org.au 

Deacons Clerk: Mr R. Alley 02 49828210 
   email: rndalley@gmail.com 

Postal address: 
PO Box 30 Raymond Terrace NSW 2324 

Website: http://www.hbpcea.org.au 

Live Services Call: 49050620, Passcode 12345# 
(Can be used with speaker phone) 

Live video stream: http://live.hunter.church) 
You may subscribe to the Church’s Youtube 
channel, and receive automatic notifications of 
services.  

Cardiff

3 Queens Avenue


Services: 11am and 5pm

Church locations & Service times
Raymond Terrace

155 Adelaide St.

Service at 9 am 

3/01/2015 12:02 pm
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Worship Services Announcements 
1. The NSW Government requires each congregation to formulate a Covid-19 
Safety Plan. Based on the government guidelines, Session and Deacons' Court 
have recently agreed to a Plan for our congregation. Copies of our 'Covid-19 
Plan- Conditions of Entry' are now available at each centre and to those who 
have provided their email address. Please continue to pray for each other, 
especially for those who are most at risk of infection. 

2. The August edition of "The Presbyterian Banner' is now available on the 
PCEA website at www.pcea.org.au, click on 'downloads' and then click on 'The 
Banner'. 

This edition is the first for the new editor, Rev Jim Klazinga. We commend 
the articles and congregations' news/matters for prayer for your reading and 
consideration. 

3. There will be another pro-re-nata meeting of Synod this coming Tuesday 
(4th of August). Please remember in prayer the elders and ministers as they 
meet.  

4. Continue to pray earnestly for our aged folk, the sick & those 
experiencing other difficulties and afflictions. Remember especially 
Peter and Judy Uren, Heather Beaton, Margaret Kinder, 
Catherine Boer as well as Margaret & Bruce Dunne. 

5. Mission support during August is for MERF. 

6. For electronic and online offering: 
Electronic Funds Transfer Details: BSB: 062818 Account: 00900338  
Online Giving http://give.hunterpres.org  
(It supports debit/credit cards.) 

7. Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Boxes 
We are still collecting weekly for the shoeboxes.  
We are in particular need of Toys, Clothes(t-shirts, underwear, socks etc), 
Stuffed animals  Games etc for the following:  
              •GIRLS AGED 2-4 YRS                  •BOYS AGED 2-4 YRS     
                •BOYS AGED 5-9 YRS                 •BOYS AGED 10-14 YRS 

We also need more Stationery and Personal Care items for all ages. 
These include: 
        STATIONERY: PENCIL CASES, COLOURED PENCILS, PENS, ERASERS 
        LEAD PENCILS,  SHARPENERS, NOTEPADS, EXERCISE BOOKS 
        RULERS(SHORT),  
        PERSONAL  CARE ITEMS: SOAP, TOOTHBRUSHES, COMBS, HAIRBRUSH 

Children’s Sunday School: 4:30pm Cardiff  

Parents are encouraged to actively instruct their 
children in the Scriptures and the Shorter Catechism 

at home as part of regular Family Worship

Lord’s Day             2nd August 
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
  -Fellowship Lunch- 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day              9th August 
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day            16th August 
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day            23rd August 
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day            30th August 
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

http://www.pcea.org.au/
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Prayer and Bible study meetings
We would be more like Saul of Tarsus asking, “Who art thou, Lord,” 
except there would be no voice answering, “I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest” (Acts 9:5). Ultimately, we would be no better than the 
pagans in Athens, ignorantly worshiping “the unknown God” (Acts 
17:23).  

 In the gospel of the grace of God, Christ has given His Word and 
He has sent His life-giving Spirit. When we have both, we have the real 
presence of the blessed Savior. With the Bible in our hands, we are not 
left with, “The memoirs of Jesus Christ” (cf. Matt. 1:1, Mark 1:1, John 
1:1-4, Acts 1:1). Neither are we left orphans (John 14:18). The 
implications of these things are profound. Basically, what this means is 
that every one of your “if onlys” immediately dissolves. It means that 
Jesus Christ will deal with your spiritual condition as truly and as really 
as He did while He was here on earth. He is “the same yesterday, today 
and forever” (Heb. 13:8). We sing of Christ in Psalm 102 – “Thou eternal 
art and great, heaven and earth thou didst create, Heav’n and earth shall 
pass away, changeless thou shalt live for aye” (Psalter 275:3; cf. Heb. 
1:10). But what is also emphasized in this stanza is the timeless help 
Christ gives to those who call upon Him: “This all ages shall record, for 
the glory of the Lord, thou dost hear the humble prayer, for the helpless 
thou dost care” (emphasis added).  

 Practically, what this means for you is this: You don’t have to go 
searching for Jesus on another side of a lake (John 6) and He won’t be 
away on a mountain top praying alone (Matt. 14:23, John 6:15). Now, He 
is never inaccessible. Can you see how He is more really present now than 
He was when He was physically here? If you are spiritually sick, you can 
come to Him and say, “If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole” 
and you will find healing virtue in Him still (Mark 5:25- 34). It means 
that if you are plagued with unbelief, you can fall down before Him and 
cry, “Lord I believe, help thou mine unbelief” (Mark 9:24). It means if 
you are grieving a loved one in Christ, Christ still stands beside you and 
with His matchless comfort says, “I am the resurrection, and the life: he 
that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live” (John 11:25). 
It means, finally, that there is a day coming when Christ will return on 
the clouds of heaven so that He will be with His people really and 
physically. “So shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:17). What a 
glorious Person Jesus Christ is!  

Prayer Meeting/Bible Study  

       -Wednesdays at 7:30pm     
       at Cardiff and online. 

To join electronically, go to:  

http://meet.hunter.church  

Otherwise, to join by phone,  
dial 02 9051 7421  
and enter this PIN: 989 349 764#  

Ladies Bible Study 

Note:  
There are no Ladies Bible 
studies until further notice             

          



               “Lo, i am with you alway, even unto the end of the world”  
(Matt. 28:20)  

 I am sure we have all felt the difficulty and perhaps pain of not be- 
ing able to visit with people we love in recent months. It is often in a 
person’s absence that we realize just how much we love and miss that 
person. We have all, to some extent, felt the absence of fellowshipping 
with the saints on the Lord’s Day. Perhaps some of you have not been able 
to be present at a graduation, a wedding, or a funeral. That is very hard! 
While we are thankful that we live in a time when technology “has made 
the world a smaller place,” yet these last months only highlight the fact 
that nothing can replace being really present with the people we love! Yet, 
we have been reminded that sometimes it is simply not possible to be with 
them. 

This reality should all the more impress upon us how absolutely 
astounding is Jesus’ promise to His people: “Lo, I am with you al- way, 
even unto the end of the world” (Matt. 28:20). Who can make and keep a 
promise like this? It struck me recently that Jesus nev- er makes the same 
promise to His people that a bride and groom make on their wedding day. 
For all the happiness of their day, there is this tinge of somberness in their 
promise to faithfully love each other “until death do us part.” This, 
however, is a promise Jesus has never made. His promise is: “Lo, I am 
with you alway!” The “always” of Jesus is not interrupted by death. He 
never promises to love “until death do us part.” How magnificently Paul 
captures this uniquely Christian comfort in Romans 8:38-39 when he 
says, “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
prin- cipalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

 But perhaps (like the disciples) we wonder: how this can really  
be true? After all, Jesus is a real man. As to His humanity, He can  
therefore only be in one place at one time. We know that, at this  
very moment, Jesus Christ is in heaven. He is surrounded by

worshiping angels, by the adoring “church of the firstborn, which are  
written in heaven,” and by “the spirits of just men made perfect”  
(Heb. 12:22-24). To us, this land can often seem very far away (Isa.  
33:17b). Physically, Jesus is in heaven and He is not here on earth.  

 However, here we also must recognize a great difference 
between Christ Jesus and ourselves. To be really present with 
someone we love, we need to be physically present. But Jesus Christ 
can be re- ally present even when He is physically absent. Indeed, 
wonder- fully, He is even more really present with His people now 
than He was when He was physically here 2000 years ago (John 
16:7). So, Jesus is not simply saying to His people, “I will think about 
you often” (though to be in the thoughts of Jesus would already be 
such a wonderful thing!). Neither does He say, “I wish I could be 
there with you.” Dear friends, Jesus is speaking as “the faithful and 
true witness” (Rev. 3:14) when He says, “Lo, I am with you alway.”  

 The real way in which Jesus is present with His people is by 
His Word and Spirit. You need both. If you had the Word without the 
Spirit, then you would have a tremendous biography. You could, like 
McCheyne, read “Isaiah’s wild measure and John’s simple page.” You 
could agree with those who said, “Never man spake like this 
man” (John 7:46). You could be amazed like those who said, “What 
manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey 
him?” (Mark 4:41). But you would be left with an emptiness and a pile 
of “if onlys”: If only I could have been there when Jesus was there! If 
only I could go and ask him, “Lord teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1). If 
only I could fall at His feet and say, “Lord I believe, help thou mine 
unbelief” (Mark 9:24). If only I could touch the hem of His garment 
and be made whole (Matt. 9:20, 14:36). If only!  

 On the other hand, if it were possible for us to have the Spirit 
but not the Word, I suppose we might have a great sense of awe in 
our souls. We might feel ourselves solemnized and searched (Psalm 
139, Rev. 11:11). We might well have a great sense of a spirit of love 
shed abroad in our hearts (Rom. 5:5). Yet, if the word were absent, 
would everything not simply be left like an un- defined and vague 
shadow? We might then be more like the blind man who sees men 
like trees walking (Mark 8:24).

The Abiding Presence 
by Rev. I. Macleod  


